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Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2025 1/31/2025

Rule Change Intent

The intent behind allowing optional protective boots and bell boots of black or white in color would be to prevent unneccessary injury or injuries that may 
impact the horses health and/or well-being. Any boots may be removed for inspection post ride to allow officials to check for any obvious bleeding or other 
signs of injury. The change of this rule would allow for protective wear similar to those equine athletes competing in eventing, jumpers, reining, driving, etc. In 
order to regulate the protective wear, similar restrictions to the jumper rules would be put in place. This would insure that the movement seen by a horse is not
impacted, either by hinderance or exaggeration, by the protective wear. Many equine atheletes school at home in protective wear and allowance for the 
optional use of boots at shows woud allow for increased protection away from home where there is an air of excitment and tension. 

 

The potential impact of leaving the rule as is may subject horse and rider combinations to injuries that are preventable, but lead to elimination from the event 
at best, and career ending injuries at the worst.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Kate Ernest Kate Ernst

kernst913@gmail.com

Linked Rules Comments

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 10/30/2024

Andalusian/Lusitano

Draft 1: The Committee feels that this rule change is not needed at this time.Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 10/02/2024

Arabian

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 10/01/2024

Connemara

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 1: Without intended, it is difficult to discern the meaning of this rule and there in no provision 
added for how this would be accomplished at the competitions - additional training and staffing 
would be required at each competition ring.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 11/13/2024

Dressage

Draft 1: The Committee feels that this rule change will allow for more issues in the policing of 
equipment.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 10/02/2024

Friesian

Draft 1: The committee favors the Dressage Committee's comments.Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 12/16/2024

Human and Equine, Safety & Welfare

Draft 1: The committee feels this is too difficult to regulate and control.Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 12/09/2024

Licensed Officials

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 10/16/2024

Morgan

Draft 1: This rule, if adopted, would be difficult to monitor/enforce as it is very hard to ascertain 
which boots are “performance enhancing.” In addition, this proposal is in conflict with the rules of 
the FEI, which are followed by Dressage and prohibit the use of boots in the competition ring.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 01/01/2025
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