
GR801.6     Tracking #061-24     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Extraordinary 4/1/2025 12/17/2024 Approved  1/25/2025

Extraordinary Change Reason

participant and horse safety and well-being

Rule Change Intent

The use of biometric sensors for both horse and human athletes can provide valuable safety and health information. The Federation supports the use of 
technology to promote safety and wellness. Under this newly proposed rule, biometic sensors will be permitted to be worn by horses and humans on the field 
of play. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEF Officers Leslie Mangan

lmangan@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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GR839.1     Tracking #062-24     Draft #3      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Extraordinary 4/1/2025 1/28/2025 Approved  1/25/2025

Extraordinary Change Reason

horse welfare

Rule Change Intent

The rulebook currently contains different rules that address prohibited practices. In an effort to streamline and improve the rulebook, this rule change 
combines some existing prohibited practices in a single rule, while expanding the list to include other important sections, including obscuring the visibility of 
horses stabled on competition grounds, excessive use of draw reins, and augmented nosebands. 

Regarding stabling, this proposal supports equine and human safety and wellbeing by ensuring the inside of stalls are observable by persons outside of the 
stalls and considers the variances in construction of stalls and venues, recognizing that in situations when the stall’s original construction is such that the 
inside cannot be observed may occur, but is not the norm.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEF Officers Leslie Mangan

lmangan@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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GR801.1     Tracking #063-24     Draft #3      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Extraordinary 4/1/2025 1/28/2025 Approved  1/25/2025

Extraordinary Change Reason

rider safety

Rule Change Intent

The intent of this rule is twofold:

1. As currently written, the protective headgear rule contained in GR801 has been found to be confusing. The re-organization and clean up of the protective 
headgear language does not substantiively change the rule, except that the exception to remove the protective headgear during prize giving is removed.  

2. As modern equestrian apparel includes more stretchy fabrics, which are more likely to result in the possibility of getting caught and hang on hooks or other 
protrusions, this rule change introduces a prohibition on hooks or other upward projections/attachments on saddles, including stirrups with hook or open bar 
designs that could cause a rider's apparel to get stuck or cause injury to the rider. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEF Officers Leslie Mangan

lmangan@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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GR702.1     Tracking #066-24     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Extraordinary 4/1/2025 9/9/2024 Approved  1/25/2025

Extraordinary Change Reason

horse welfare

Rule Change Intent

The Federation's investigation process is dependent on the participation of individuals with information. Witnesses to misconduct feel safer participating in the 
investigation process when it is compulsory. For those that manipulate the process, whether by obstruction, misrepresentation, or other means, should be held 
accountable under the Federation's rules. In order to hold bad actors accountable for their misconduct, such as Unethical Treatment of the Horse, USEF must 
have cooperation and participation of fact witnesses. The requirement to participate will compel otherwise reticent witnesses to participate and thereby aid in 
enforcing the rules and protecting the safety, welfare, and enjoyment of the sport. This rule change proposal will provide the Federation the abllity to protect its 
investigation process by prohibiting manipulation with said process. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEF Officers Leslie Mangan

lmangan@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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GR1037.1     Tracking #067-24     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Extraordinary 4/1/2025 1/28/2025 Approved  1/25/2025

Extraordinary Change Reason

Horse Welfare

Rule Change Intent

This rule change will streamline the Yellow Warning Card rule and clarify the process of what occurs when an individual receives a Yellow Warning Card, as 
well as the penalties that may result from the receipt of multiple Yellow Warning Cards over a twelve month period. This rule change further introduces a 
Recorded Warning, which will be issued by Competition Officials in instances of less egregious behavior that does not warrant a Yellow Warning Card or 
disciplinary action on the part of the Federation. The rule change establishes the potential penalties for those who receive three or more Recorded Warnings 
in a twelve-month period. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEF Officers Leslie Mangan

lmangan@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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EV145.8     Tracking #068-24     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Extraordinary 4/1/2025 5/9/2024 Approved  1/25/2025

Extraordinary Change Reason

The proposed language adds additional guidance regarding the application of the frangible devices but does 
not alter the way in which it has been and should be applied. Frangible technology is a very important tool in 
mitigating the risk for athletes and horses during the Cross-Country phase.

Rule Change Intent

The proposed language adds additional guidance regarding the application of the frangible devices but does not alter the way in which it has been and should 
be applied. Frangible technology is a very important tool in mitigating the risk for athletes and horses during the Cross-Country phase.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Eventing Amber Braun

abraun@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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GR414     Tracking #090-24     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Extraordinary 4/1/2025 8/28/2024 Approved  1/25/2025

Extraordinary Change Reason

This is an issue that needs addressed as soon as possible.  ESWT is being used by lay people on Federation 
grounds potentially putting horses at risk.

Rule Change Intent

· Extracorporeal Shock Wave Therapy (ESWT) is a therapeutic modality intended to aid in the treatment of soft tissue and bone injuries. As ESWT 
can provide significant analgesia, this treatment is covered by the respective Veterinary Medical Practice Act in many states. The use of ESWT 
without the understanding of anatomy and training can decrease the therapeutic effectiveness and even put horses at risk. The intent of this rule 
change is to only permit veterinarians to conduct ESWT at Federation Licensed competitions. However, a veterinary assistant or technician, 
appropriately trained by the veterinarian may conduct ESWT if only under direct veterinary supervision. The prohibition on the use of ESWT on the 
limbs of horses will remain a prohibited practice within 72 hours or competing.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Veterinary Stephen Schumacher

sschumacher@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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EV112.3     Tracking #091-24     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Extraordinary 4/1/2025 5/16/2024 Approved  1/25/2025

Extraordinary Change Reason

This is requested to be implemented as an Extraordinary rule change because the current language, given the 
current climate in sport could be misinterpreted as permitting unethical treatment towards the horse which is 
not the intent or within the spirit of this rule.

Rule Change Intent

The intent of the proposed rule change is to modernize the language regarding the use of the whip. However, it does not change what is permitted use of a 
whip in competition. This proposal aligns with USEFs efforts to improve language in the Rulebook to support our Social License to Operate.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Eventing Amber Braun

abraun@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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EV138.2     Tracking #092-24     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Extraordinary 4/1/2025 8/12/2024 Approved  1/25/2025

Extraordinary Change Reason

To align return to play requirements as quickly as possible to ensure participants are working with medical 
providers to gain proper clearance to participate.

Rule Change Intent

Requirements placed on competitors for return to competition following a suspected head injury must be continually updated based on evolving, evidence 
based medicine (or science). With the release of the 6th International Concussion in Sport Consensus Statement and the Sport Concussion Office 
Assessment Tool 6 (SCOAT 6) in June 2023, the USEF Medical Advisory Group reviewed the requirements for return to competition, and have recommended 
that all participants who sustain or are suspected of a concussion at a USEF licensed or endorsed competition, work directly with their medical provider to 
follow a staged (or graded) return to equestrian sport protocol.

Additionally, it is imperative to ensure each individual is evaluated by their provider against the relevant components of the SCOAT 6 in office. The mandatory 
suspension periods for equestrian competition should align with the current sport science with regards to concussion recovery and return to sport. Mandatory 
suspension periods may create the incorrect perception that following the passing of a mandatory suspension time period, every individual should be cleared 
to compete. Each individual may respond to concussion and recovery differently, and they should work cooperatively with their medical practitioner to 
determine the appropriate timeline to return to competitive sport.

With the removal of EV138.1. competitors will follow the return to play guidelines in GR848. Eventing is currently the only breed/discipline that follows the 
mandatory suspension period. This proposal will align with the other breed/disciplines and the current evidence-based medicine recommendations for head 
injuries.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Human and Equine, Safety & Welfare Katlynn Wilbers

kwilbers@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AL101.19     Tracking #093-24     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Extraordinary 4/1/2025 9/1/2024 Approved  1/25/2025

Extraordinary Change Reason

This rule change is extraordinary due to the biosecurity concerns regarding competition officials when 
performing any type of routine inspection that involves the touching of a horse's muzzle, oral cavity, or bit. 
The changing of gloves between horse inspections should be a mandatory practice to reduce the chances of 
spreading pathogens amongst horses.

Rule Change Intent

On a biosecurity front, with VS and other viral diseases, there is no requirement for a TD/Steward to change gloves after a bit inspection or an examination of 
the horse's muzzle or oral cavity. For the safety of horses, this is something that must be implemented in official rule form. There is a potential risk of 
spreading pathogens from horse to horse when handling multiple horses without changing gloves between horses. As far as best practice, it is currently 
recommended that gloves are changed between horses, or the rider is asked to drop the bridle to display the bit to the official as this would eliminate the need 
for the official to touch individual horses, but this is not an official rule, only a suggested best practice. This rule change seeks to inact this as a requirement 
for the health and safety of horses.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Andalusian/Lusitano Committee Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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HJ136.1     Tracking #094-24     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Extraordinary 4/1/2025 10/9/2024 Approved  1/25/2025

Extraordinary Change Reason

This change is being submitted to close a loophole that members are using to circumvent the re-measurement 
and appeal processes.  It needs to be adjusted as soon as possible to prevent the continued mis-use of the 
protest process.

Rule Change Intent

The protest measurement process has been used with increasing frequency as a way to circumvent the appeal or re-measurement process or to gain an 
additional opportunity to attempt to have a pony re-measured after a failed attempt at an appeal or a re-measurement.  The protest process was intended to 
be used for individuals to protest other horses or ponies they believed to be competing in the incorrect height section and was not intended to be used as a 
“friendly protest” to re-measure horses or ponies into a lower height section.  The intention of this rule change is to close the gap in the protest rule that 
currently allows for these “friendly protests.”

Proponent Details Contact Information

CEO - Bill Moroney Kelsey Shanley

kshanley@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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VA105.1     Tracking #095-24     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Extraordinary 4/1/2025 10/25/2024 Approved  1/25/2025

Extraordinary Change Reason

Horse Welfare

Rule Change Intent

This is in the interest of limiting horse use at competitions especially when USEF and EVUSA competitions are occurring at the same time.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Vaulting Michelle McQueen

mmcqueen@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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VA127.1     Tracking #096-24     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Extraordinary 4/1/2025 10/25/2024 Approved  1/25/2025

Extraordinary Change Reason

To align with current FEI rules

Rule Change Intent

This rule has shifted in point deduction and needs to be changed to reflect this change.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Vaulting Michelle McQueen

mmcqueen@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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JP144.3     Tracking #097-24     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Extraordinary 4/1/2025 10/28/2024 Approved  1/25/2025

Extraordinary Change Reason

JP 144.3 was brought up in the beginning of this process but got overshadowed by another discipline’s 
related rule. After meeting with CEO Bill, it was suggested that an EO be submitted with a Pres Mod to 
cover the time between Dec 1st and April 1st so that the Jumper discipline could continue using JP 144.3.  A 
Presidential Modification is being proposed to cover the time from Dec 1st, 2024 until this rule becomes 
effective on April 1, 2025.

Rule Change Intent

This ability for judges to use video including video not provided by an official videographer has been in the Jumper Chapter since at least 2007 with no issues. 
To only allow official video to be used per the new GR 1219 (effective 12/1/2024) would eliminate the ability for judges to view video at most all the lower-level 
jumper shows which isn’t fair to those exhibitors.

A Presidential Modification is being proposed to cover the time from Dec 1st, 2024 until this rule becomes effective on April 1, 2025.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Jumper Jennifer Haydon

jhaydon@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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GR414.8     Tracking #107-24     Draft #3      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Extraordinary 4/1/2025 1/28/2025 Approved  1/25/2025

Extraordinary Change Reason

There are no legitimate reasons for trainer, owners, riders, and grooms to have these substances on the 
grounds of a Federation Licensed Competition, and horse welfare is at risk.

Rule Change Intent

There are some substances that non-veterinarians should not have in their possession or use on the grounds of a Federation Licensed Competition, due to 
the potential threat of abuse for competitive advantage. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Veterinary Stephen Schumacher

sschumacher@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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EV144.3     Tracking #108-24     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

FEI Rule Change 4/1/2025 5/9/2024 Approved  1/25/2025

Rule Change Intent

As many U.S. Events host both FEI and national levels, the proposed alignment of the course specifications will make the rules easier to comply with for 
Course Designers. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Eventing Amber Braun

abraun@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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EV145.5     Tracking #109-24     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

FEI Rule Change 4/1/2025 5/9/2024 Approved  1/25/2025

Rule Change Intent

As many U.S. Events host both FEI and national levels, the proposed alignment of the course specifications will make the rules easier to comply with for 
Course Designers.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Eventing Amber Braun

abraun@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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EV122.4     Tracking #110-24     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

FEI Rule Change 4/1/2025 5/9/2024 Approved  1/25/2025

Rule Change Intent

The intent of the proposal is to align with the FEI rule that was effective on January 1, 2024.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Eventing Amber Braun

abraun@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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DR306.3     Tracking #111-24     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

FEI Rule Change 4/1/2025 9/10/2024 Approved  1/25/2025

Rule Change Intent

Updating the Dress rules for Para athletes to reflect the current FEI rules. At the national level, Para riders compete in FEI tests and aligning the USEF 
national rules with the FEI Dress rules will avoid confusion amongst our riders.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Dressage Lauren Moore

lmoore@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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VA123.1     Tracking #112-24     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

FEI Rule Change 4/1/2025 10/25/2024 Approved  1/25/2025

Rule Change Intent

We wish to align our compulsory exercises to the FEI's current exercises. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Vaulting Michelle McQueen

mmcqueen@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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VA127.3     Tracking #113-24     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

FEI Rule Change 4/1/2025 10/25/2024 Approved  1/25/2025

Rule Change Intent

The rule change is being asked in order to align with current FEI rules regarding squad limits.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Vaulting Michelle McQueen

mmcqueen@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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DR120.5     Tracking #114-24     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

FEI Rule Change 4/1/2025 11/13/2024 Approved  1/24/2025

Rule Change Intent

The FEI is permitting only one earphone or similar devise during training or warmup, effective 1.1.25.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Dressage Lauren Moore

lmoore@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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DR104.5     Tracking #115-24     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

FEI Rule Change 4/1/2025 11/13/2024 Approved  1/25/2025

Rule Change Intent

To eliminate confusion to clarify that sitting trot is required, especially in the FEI Four Year Old tests.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Dressage Lauren Moore

lmoore@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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DC913.2     Tracking #116-24     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

FEI Rule Change 4/1/2025 11/13/2024 Approved  1/25/2025

Rule Change Intent

This rule change mirrors the FEI rule change on only allowing body protectors in Marathon, to increase athlete and groom safety while on carriage at high 
speeds. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Driving Anna Brooks Thomas

abthomas@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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DC925.3     Tracking #117-24     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

FEI Rule Change 4/1/2025 11/13/2024 Approved  1/25/2025

Rule Change Intent

This proposal mirrors the FEI change for increased equine safety in both tack and carriage set-up. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Driving Anna Brooks Thomas

abthomas@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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DC928.2     Tracking #118-24     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

FEI Rule Change 4/1/2025 11/13/2024 Approved  1/25/2025

Rule Change Intent

This proposal mirrors the FEI rule change to add more defined language as it relates to athletes lap belt attachments in Marathon carriages. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Driving Anna Brooks Thomas

abthomas@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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EV122.5     Tracking #119-24     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

FEI Rule Change 4/1/2025 11/21/2024 Approved  1/25/2025

Rule Change Intent

The additional language clarifies that a flagged Obstacle without height (e.g. ditch) may be jumped in the wrong direction in order to re-present or negotiate 
the next Obstacle. It is not permitted at national or FEI levels to jump a flagged Obstacle with height (e.g. oxer) in the wrong direction (see EV121.3b).

Proponent Details Contact Information

Eventing Amber Braun

abraun@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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EV112.1     Tracking #120-24     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

FEI Rule Change 4/1/2025 11/21/2024 Approved  1/25/2025

Rule Change Intent

The intent of the proposal is to align with lanuage in FEI Article 526.1 and 527, effective January 1, 2025.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Eventing Amber Braun

abraun@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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VA107.1     Tracking #121-24     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

FEI Rule Change 4/1/2025 12/1/2024 Approved  1/25/2025

Rule Change Intent

The wording change is necessary to align with FEI rules.  This is to correct any confusion as to which set of equipment is eligible to be used in the ring.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Vaulting Michelle McQueen

mmcqueen@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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VA117.8     Tracking #122-24     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

FEI Rule Change 4/1/2025 12/1/2024 Approved  1/25/2025

Rule Change Intent

The FEI has made adjustments to the Freestyle requirements for Squad.  We must align with them in order to ensure matching judging requirements for 
competition.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Vaulting Michelle McQueen

mmcqueen@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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VA118     Tracking #123-24     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

FEI Rule Change 4/1/2025 12/6/2024 Approved  1/25/2025

Rule Change Intent

The FEI currently has their 2* junior level with one round of compulsories and two rounds of freestyle.  In order to match this with our 2* level, we must make 
this adjustment.  This will benefit vaulter for 2 reasons. First, our vaulters will be able to practice and compete along the same lines as international level 
vaulters and thus be more competitive at the international competitions.  Secondly, this will reflect the World Championships format at the 2* level, so our 
vaulters will be better prepared for the world championships and able to compete more evenly with international competitors.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Vaulting Michelle McQueen

mmcqueen@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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