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Horse wellbeing is paramount to USEF and this proposal modernizes the horse abuse rule. This proposal
accompanies GR702, a standard rule change currently under consideration. The effective date for this EO
should align with the effective date for GR702 should the Board approve it.

This proposal is intended to achieve the following: (1) expand the scope of USEF’s jurisdiction to include horse abuse that occurs outside of competition,
including at home facilities; (2) clarify examples of what constitutes abuse in our sport; (3) mandate reporting of horse abuse; and (4) clarify that competition
management and officials are empowered to eliminate, disqualify, and issue warnings for horse abuse at competitions.
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SUBCHAPTER 8 F WELFARE OF THE HORSE

GRB38 Unethical Treatment of the Horse—croely-toand-AbuseofaHorse

For purpose s of this rule, the following definitions apply:

A Covered Horse is defined as any horse that is or has been recorded with the Federation, has participated
or is entered to participate in a Federation Licensed or Endorsed Competition, or is on the grounds of o
Federation Licensed or Endorsed Competition or is in the care, custody, and control of o Participant.

A Participant is defined as any person who holds or has held a Fede ration membership; participated in o
Federation Licensed or Endorsed Competition as a rider, vaulter, driver, handler, exhibitor, trainer, coach,
groom, competition veterinarian, or support personnel for any of these identified roles; or is present on the
grounds of a Federation Licensed or Endorsed Compe tition.

1. Any Participant engaging in the Unethical Treatment of a Covered Horse is subject to penalty. Except in
exigent circumstances, the Unethical Treatment of o Covered Horse is defined as any action or inaction that
may negatively compromise the Covered Horse's health, safety, or well-being. it may include any action(s)
or inaction(s) that causes or is likely to cause a horse pain, a state of obvious distress, or unne cessary
discomfort.

Examples of Unethical Treatment of a Horse may include, but are not limited to:

a. Misuse or excessive use of a whip, spur, or bit;

b. Misuse of any equipment or device, including tack;

. Creation of hyper or hypo-sensitization of any physical part of a Covered Horse to enhance
performance;

d. Any practice or use of devices or obje cts used to enhance a Covered Horse's performance based on
fear orintimidation;

e. Training, riding, or competing o Covered Horse with raw, bleeding, or iritated skin or welts
consistent with excessive, persistent, or inappropriate use of equipment, including spurs; and

F Continued riding, driving, or lunging an obviously exhausted, lame, orinjured Covered Horse.

2. A Participant is subject to penalty for the Unethical Treatment of a Covered Horse that occurs at or in
connection with a Federation Licensed or Endorsed Competition. Additionally, any person who directs
another as to the Unethical Treatment of a Cove red Horse is subject to penalty

3. A Participant is subject to penalty for the Unethical Treatment of a Covered Horse that occurs after
November 30, 2024 somewhere other than at or in connection with a USEF Licensed or Endorsed
Competition. For the Unethical Treatment of o Covered Horse under this paragraph that occurs off UL 5. soil
by a Participant who is a member of a foreign National Federation, the Federation will refer the matter to
the relevant National Federation and FEl for resolution.

4, Any Participant who personally witnesses the Unethical Treatment of a Covered Horse at orin direct
connection with a Federation Licensed or Endorsed Competition, must imme diately report it to o Federation
Licensed Official at the compe tition.

5. Any Participant who personally witnesses the Unethical Treatment of @ Covered Horse outside of a
Federation Licensed Compe tition, should report it to the Federation and the relevant local authorities as
soon as practicable.
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6. A veterinarian may be appointed by the Federation, Compe tition Management, or a Licensed Official to
inspect any horse on competition grounds, or any horse stabled off grounds that is entered to compete in a
Federation Licensed or Endorsed Competition. Refusal to submit an animal for such examination shall
constitute o violation of this rule, and the owner and/or trainer may be subject to penalty by the

Fede ration.

7. A Federation Licensed Official, Competition Management, or competition veterinarian at a Federation
Licensed or Endorsed Competiion may issue an official written warning, elimination, or disqualification
against any Participant they deem to have Unethically Treated o Covered Horse on compe tition grounds or
directly reloted to a Federation Licensed or Endorsed Competition. Additionally, any person may be
removed from the competition grounds for Unethical Treatment of @ Horse. Any report received of alleged
Unethical Treatment or penalties imposed on a person(s) as a result of Unethical Treatment must be
reported to the Federation. A Participant may be subject to further penalty by the Federation.

8. Anyone reporting a violation must be acting in good faith and have reasonable grounds for believing the
information disclosed is a violation. Any allegations that prove to have been made maliciously or
knowingly to be false will be viewed as a serious disciplinary offense and will be considered a violation of
this rule, subfecting the reporting party to penalty by the Federation.

9, Notwithstanding the fore going, the Federation may pursue disciplinary action pursuant Bylaw 705.2(b).
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