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This is an issue that needs addressed as soon as possible. ESWT is being used by lay people on Federation
grounds potentially putting horses at risk.

. Extracorporeal Shock Wave Therapy (ESWT) is a therapeutic modality intended to aid in the treatment of soft tissue and bone injuries. As ESWT
can provide significant analgesia, this treatment is covered by the respective Veterinary Medical Practice Act in many states. The use of ESWT
without the understanding of anatomy and training can decrease the therapeutic effectiveness and even put horses at risk. The intent of this rule
change is to only permit veterinarians to conduct ESWT at Federation Licensed competitions. However, a veterinary assistant or technician,
appropriately trained by the veterinarian may conduct ESWT if only under direct veterinary supervision. The prohibition on the use of ESWT on the
limbs of horses will remain a prohibited practice within 72 hours or competing.

Veterinary Stephen Schumacher

sschumacher@usef.org

Thursday, January 30, 2025 9:48 AM GR 414.0 | Tracking #090-24 Page 1 of 2



GR 414 Prohibited Practices

4. Only a licens ed ve lerinanan may adminiter Shockwave Therapy on com petition grounds. smassnbobe
administered by or onthe omler of alicensed vetednadan No Shockwave Therapy 5 perm itiod within the 12

hours prior to competing.

a |fsedation is required for Shockwawve Therapy, only sedation performed by a licensed veterinarian and
administered at the same time as the Shockwave Thermpy will be considered therapeutic and GR411 will
apply. Mo sedation assocdated with Shuck“me Theram.r 1.-..il be cunsd& red therape uhc |I‘adm|ru5terﬂd wthln
24hnur5pr|urtucumpetlhun s B-preceding

b a Sthk“ﬂw: Therap1_.r admmstered w.rthm ﬂ'm thme dagrs pmcedmg ::umpet.rtmn mustbe ma:,rha

tnm-paﬁ-ng,—and—mllrmted tu appicatruntu the back and durs-al pehfls.areas hln-EhMm-pﬂ,r-u
pamittedowithinthe 12 hourspdorio compating-This exception iz permitted only when the *Trainer” as
defined under GR404 propery files, or causes to be propedy filed, an Equine Drugs and Medications Report
Fom after administration and pricr to the horse competing. If an cnline form cannot be submitted due to lack
ofinternet or phone sendce, a paper fom may be submitted. The form must be filed with the
StewardiTechnical Delegate or competition office representative within one hour after the administration of
Shockwave Therapy. If administration occurred outside of compefiion hours, the form must be filed within e
one hour after the Steward/Technical Delegate or com petition office representative returns to duty if the
administmtion occurs at a ime outside com petiticn hours. The Steward/Technical D elegate or com pefition
ofiice representative shall sign and recerd the time of receipt on the Equine Drugs and Medications Report
Fom.
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