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Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Extraordinary 4/1/2025 8/28/2024 Approved  1/25/2025

Extraordinary Change Reason

This is an issue that needs addressed as soon as possible.  ESWT is being used by lay people on Federation 
grounds potentially putting horses at risk.

Rule Change Intent

· Extracorporeal Shock Wave Therapy (ESWT) is a therapeutic modality intended to aid in the treatment of soft tissue and bone injuries. As ESWT 
can provide significant analgesia, this treatment is covered by the respective Veterinary Medical Practice Act in many states. The use of ESWT 
without the understanding of anatomy and training can decrease the therapeutic effectiveness and even put horses at risk. The intent of this rule 
change is to only permit veterinarians to conduct ESWT at Federation Licensed competitions. However, a veterinary assistant or technician, 
appropriately trained by the veterinarian may conduct ESWT if only under direct veterinary supervision. The prohibition on the use of ESWT on the 
limbs of horses will remain a prohibited practice within 72 hours or competing.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Veterinary Stephen Schumacher

sschumacher@usef.org
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